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BAR BRIEFS 9
to be conducted in the Cass County schools. The Association is hold-
ing monthly meetings.
James A. Dwyer of Hankinson, who was engaged in practice in the
state for more than twenty-five years, died on January 28th. Mr.
Dwyer was born at Akron, Ohio, on May 1st, 1860. 'He was educated
in the public schools at Pewaukee, Wisconsin. His legal education was
obtained by reading in a law office, and in the University of Wisconsin
law school. He was admitted to practice in 1898. Mr. Dwyer was a
rugged character, and had a host of friends in his section of the state.
The conference of bar association delegates, of which Chas. E. Hughes
is chairman, will hold a special meeting in Washington on April 28th, to
consider the topic of State Bar organization. The bar is now officially
organized in North Dakota, Idaho, Alabama, and New Mexico. The idea
has been approved by the bar associations of California, Oklahoma, Ari-
zona, Missouri, Florida, Minnesota, Iowa and Michigan. It was former-
ly approved by the state association of New York, but at a meeting
held during the current month the action was reconsidered, it being the
judgment of the association that the state organization will involve lo-
cal associations particularly in great difficulties on account of property
now owned by them, so that the problem of organizing the entire bar
of the state is very materially complicated by virtue of the peculiar
conditions there existing.
An unusual service to the public in the field of law has been that
of Charles F. Ruggles, a layman, of Manistee, Michigan, who, since the
organization of the American Judicature Society in 1912, has paid the
entire cost of maintaining it. This society has rendered notable service
in dealing with the problem of facilitating the dispatch of business in
our courts and ridding them of the burden of complex procedure and
delays. Upon the announcement of the retirement of Mr. Ruggles, not-
able letters of appreciation were written him by Chief Justice Taft and
Mr. Elihu Root. The latter, in discussing the work of the society, says:
"It has done directly many admirable things and it has served as a guide
and model for a great amount of thorough research and effective effort
in the field of administration of justice and in the kindred fields of sub-
stantive law and jurisprudence now undertaken by newly created or-
ganizations." For the time being the work of the society is to be sup-
ported by Mr. Julius Rosenwald of Chicago.
LAWYERS, ATTENTION!
The lack of interest shown by the members of the bar of this state
in the work of the American Law Institute is not altogether creditable.
This Institute is engaged in making a restatement of the law which un-
doubtedly is the most important work of its kind since the days of Jus-
tinian. It is commanding the interest and co-operation of the conceded
leaders of the American Bar. Each of the three meetings of the Insti-
tute heretofore held 'has been attended by judges and practitioners of
national and international reputation. The Bar generally is invited to
examine the proposed re-statements, and to submit suggestions with ref-
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erence to them. The annual meeting will be held at Washington on the
29th of April, 1926. Suggestions should be submitted to the Institute
before that time. The re-statements ready are two in contracts, two in
torts, two in conflict of laws, and one in agency. Any or all of these
may be had for fifty cents a copy by sending requests with remittances
to Secretary R. E. Wenzel at Bismarck. At least twenty-five of each
of these re-statements should be read and critically considered by the
Bar of this state. It is important that orders be placed at once.
VICTOR WARDROPE
(Contributed)
The Bar of North Dakota joins with a multitude of friends in mourn-
ing the death of Victor Wardrope, of Leeds, North Dakota, who died on
the morning of February 28th, at his home at Leeds, after an illness of
several months from the somewhat unknown and presumably incurable
malady, designated by physicians as Addison's Disease. About the 1st
of October, 1925, finding himself in failing health, he went to the Mayo
Clinic for treatment. After being under observation and treatment
there until Thanksgiving time, he returned to his home and continued
at home the treatment prescribed for him by the physicians at Rochester.
For a time he seemed to recover strength and while not attending to
business, was able to go about the town, and, in a slight sense, direct
the course of his business affairs. About three weeks before his death,
however, he was taken with a relapse and from that time until the time
of his death was confined to his bed.
Mr. Wardrope was born in Ontario, Canada, in May, 1876, and came
with his parents to North Dakota when he was a very little lad. His
parents settled upon and homesteaded land in Benson County, near
Churchs Ferry, and later "Vic", himself, homesteaded a quarter section
in that neighborhood. He was raised on the farm, and, in those early
days, had very little opportunity for education,-so little that it was not
until he was twenty-one years of age that he graduated from the eighth
grade, completing the grades, as a matter of fact, in the preparatory
department of the University of North Dakota. He was graduated from
the College of Law of the University of North Dakota in 1905. While
at the University he was for three successive years, 1902-3-4, captain of
the football team. He was a member of A. D. T. Literary Society and
was among the University's most prominent debaters during his time,
taking part in local, intercollegiate and international debates. He was
a member of Phi Delta Theta fraternity. Probably no man that the
University has graduated has drawn to him so many friends as Victor
Wardrope.
Following his graduation he went to Minnewaukan, North Dakota,
and in partnership with Henry Devaney, another University of North
Dakota law graduate, started the practice of law. Later he moved to
Leeds, North Dakota, and for the last eighteen years or more has con-
